William Bartram Scenic & Historic Highway
Corridor Management Group, Inc.

Meeting Minutes — May 15, 2026 at 6:30 PM

Meeting commenced at 6:33 PM
Location: Westminster Woods (hybrid meeting with virtual participants)

1. Introductions of Those Present

Al Abbatiello, Luis Cabellero, Angie McFarland, Joe McAnarney, Pete Miller, Mike Palozzi
(FDOT/FSHP - virtual), Patty Plourde, Christy Poston, and Amy Roberson (FDOT - virtual).

A quorum was achieved for voting.

2. Administrative

a. Approve Meeting Minutes — April 2026
A motion was made and seconded to approve the April 2026 meeting minutes.

Motion passed unanimously.

b. Treasurer’s Report
Angie reported a current balance of $18,469.85.

A $500 had been received through the organization’s website, although limited donor
information was available and the contribution had not yet appeared in the bank account.

A reimbursement check for $734.82 was issued to Joe for plant purchases associated with the
butterfly garden project. Members noted that the expense was covered under the previously

approved $2,000 allocation for gardening activities.

Continued discussion held regarding the possibility of moving the organization’s bank account to
a different financial institution.

3. Committee Reports

a. Membership Update
Discussion was held focusing on membership growth and communication efforts.

Discussion was also held regarding creating a periodic newsletter to improvement member
engagement and increase awareness of Scenic Highway projects and activities.



One new members was present — Pete Miller.

b. Website Update

Al reported progress toward restoring the organization's original website. Assistance has been
offered from a webmaster experienced with WordPress. Historical versions of the website have
been located through archived internet records and may be restored. Discussion was held
regarding potential website enhancements including educational content, project updates, and
public outreach initiatives.

c. Facebook Update

Angie reported posting an update regarding the butterfly garden project. The Facebook page
currently has approximately 535 followers. Discussion was held regarding increasing
engagement through regular posts featuring Scenic Highway activities, native plants, wildlife,
historical sites, and information shared by partner organizations including environmental groups,
parks, libraries, and conservation organizations.

4. Events, Project Ideas and Updates, Area Issues

a. Event Recap — Bartram Frolic (Palatka), Bartram Living History (Alpine Groves)
Several members participated in the Bartram Frolic event in Palatka. Attendance was reported to
be lower than in previous years due to competing events occurring throughout the area on the
same weekend. Unfortunately, this year may have been the final Bartram Frolic.

The Bartram Living History event scheduled at Alpine Groves was canceled due to inclement
weather. Future Bartram-related events are expected to continue later in the year.

b. Discussion About Three Priority Projects for 2026
Justin asked whether the committee wished to formally adopt the following priority projects for
2026:

i. Homegrown National Parks

The butterfly garden at Westminster Woods was recognized as the organization's first
demonstration project under the Homegrown National Parks initiative. Patty and her team of
master gardeners worked hard on the garden and was happy to report that only minimal plant
loss had occurred following installation. Additional publicity opportunities were discussed,
including articles in local gardening publications and community newspapers.

Discussion of long-term goals of encouraging native landscaping throughout the Scenic Highway
corridor and creating a network of Homegrown National Park sites within neighborhoods, parks,

businesses, and public spaces.

ii. Boy and Girl Scout Awards Program



Joe provided an overview of a proposed William Bartram Scout recognition program with the
concept encouraging Scouts to complete a series of existing merit badges related to outdoor
activities, conservation, environmental stewardship, and skills associated with William Bartram's
travels and experiences. Possible collaboration opportunities with Westminster Woods was
discussed.

iii. Fundraising

Potential fundraising opportunities included grants specific to native landscaping, business
sponsorships, community events, 5K races, golf tournaments, pet-related events, photo contests,
and educational programs.

Members discussed and expressed general support. No formal motion was made.

c. Daily's Place and Gas Station

A Planning and Zoning Agency hearing is scheduled for July 16, 2026, followed by County
Commission consideration on August 4, 2026. The organization previously voted to oppose the
project.

d. Other

Discussion of recent tree clearing activity near State Road 13 and County Road 16A. A public
inquiry was submitted to determine the purpose of the activity and any future development plans
for the property.

Welcomed the chairwoman of the Orangedale Civic Association as a new member, strengthening
communication and outreach within the southern portion of the Scenic Highway corridor.

5. FDOT / Florida Scenic Highways Program Updates

a. Amy
Amy thanked members for their continued volunteer efforts and encouraged the organization to
continue working collaboratively on projects and initiatives while avoiding volunteer burnout.

b. Mike
Mike encouraged the group to focus on achievable projects and maintain a manageable workload
for volunteers. He reported continued progress on the Corridor Management Plan update. Draft

sections of the updated plan will be shared with members for review with the goal of completion
by the end of 2026.

Work is underway to document the history of the Scenic Highway, evaluate current
organizational conditions, and establish realistic future goals and priorities.



Discussion also emphasized the importance of identifying responsible individuals for each
objective and maintaining a practical multi-year implementation schedule.

6. Public Comments

Pete Miller shared ideas regarding potential partnerships with environmental organizations,
including St. Johns Riverkeeper and regional Audubon groups.

7. Next Meeting

June 18, 2026 at 6:30 PM.

8. Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made, seconded, and approved unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.



